
Chapter 1: 1994  

“Hey, come here little boy. I’m a friend of your mother’s. I’ll give you a candy bar if you 

put on your Viking suit and meet me at The Vandals show tonight.”   

His finger had left a smudge on the button of the answering machine and he knew that 

he was going to have to use gasoline to clean it off. For the last month Liam had been working 

on an asphalt construction and maintenance crew. He had spent the first week shoveling 

asphalt, the second week driving a truck he wasn’t licensed to drive, and the last two weeks on 

the asphalt sealant crew. Asphalt sealant is an awful substance. It’s black and sticky and made 

of old motor-oil and sand; if it dries on your skin, it takes gasoline to get it off. 

The voice on the answering machine belonged to Clare, who was doing an impression of 

the beginning lines of Viking Suit by Tthe Vandals. She broke character.  

“Hey Liam, this is Clare. Seriously though, that punk band, The Vandals, are playing 

tonight at the Ice House in Fullerton. My brother can get us in for free— - just meet me at the 

side door at nine o’clock sharp.” 

Behind him on the couch, Knox was just beginning to wake up, despite it being nearly 

5:00 p.m.. Liam had only known Knox for about a month, and in that time, Knox had been 

sleeping on the couch in his bedroom. Why Knox had been sleeping on the couch in his 

bedroom was still a mystery to Liam. Knox had a home with family members— - Liam had 

actually been there once— - so it wasn't like he was homeless, though the visit to his home was 

strange. Knox had needed some things from his house, a week or two ago, so Liam had given 

him a ride there. At his house, instead of going to the front door, Knox pushed through a hedge 

and climbed through a window. Liam was about to go in after him, but then Knox’s mom had 

called to him from the front door and let him in there. By the time Knox’s mom had guided him to 

the bedroom, Knox had retrieved what he needed, and was halfway back out the window again. 

So, they both turned around and walked back out to the front door where Liam was handed a 

cookie in a napkin and told, “It was so nice to meet one of Knox’s friends.” 

Back in Liam’s truck, he had asked Knox about the window, but Knox only said that he 

had lost door privileges a long time ago. Liam later asked Peter about it, a few days afterwards 

while they were skating at the school, and Peter said that it wasn’t just the doors Knox wasn’t 

allowed to use, but also the TV, VCR, and microwave too; at least, that was all he knew about. 

He asked Peter why Knowx wasn’t allowed to use stuff at his house, but Peter wasn’t sure; only 

that he was pretty sure that Knox had systematically lost the privileges due to Knox just being 
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Knox. Anyway, it was Peter who had asked him if Knox could crash on the couch in his 

bedroom for a few nights. It didn’t bother Liam that Knox had been living on his couch for the 

past month, and apparently, it didn’t seem to bother Knox either. Why Knox wasn’t crashing at 

Peter’s house, Liam wasn’t sure about that either: Knox was Peter’s friend originally, after all.  

The machine beeped again, announcing the next message:  

“July 21st. 2:28 p.m.”  

“LIAM!” Phoebe’s voice yelled from the small speaker. “This is Phoebe - are you there? 

Pick up the phone if you’re there.” She waited and then continued. “I guess you’re not home. 

Anyway, I was calling to let you know that we’re all going to the beach tonight— - sort of a last 

get together before we all go our separate ways to college. We’re meeting at Rocky’s house at 

6:00 p.m.. See you there.”  

He hit DELETE on the machine and watched as the mini cassette began to rewind. He 

considered calling Phoebe back to cancel  - since he would rather go to The Vandal’s show, but 

decided to wait.  

“Are you just getting home from work?” Knox’s voice was rough from sleeping.  

Liam turned and found him sitting up now, his dirty blond hair a mess, the result from 

sleeping on the rough fabric of Liam’s 1970’s era couch pillow. “Yeah, I just got home.” he said, 

returning his gaze to the answering machine. “I need to take a shower and get this sealant off of 

me.” He emptied his pockets into a ceramic bowl on the table.  

Knox found his glasses and put them on his face and then picked up a lime green spiral 

notebook. Among Knox’s few possessions he kept at Liam’s house were a number of spiral 

notebooks— - all different colors. Despite the fact that the notebooks were full of writing, Liam 

rarely saw Knox write anything in them. Knox and Liam lived on opposite ends of the clock, with 

both being awake between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.. Liam felt that their 

relationship was like that Matthew Broderick movie, LadyHawke: Liam was the Lady and Knox 

the Hawk— - or it might have been the other way around— - or it doesn’t matter. Anyway, 

occasionally, Liam would have to use the bathroom in the middle of the night and Knox would 

always be awake on the couch watching infomercials or that loud public access talk show host, 

Wally George. 

“Oh man,” said Knox, thumbing through his notebook. “You need to hear this.” He found 

the page he was looking for and Liam noticed it was full of writing. “You said the craziest stuff in 

your sleep last night” he mumbled to himself as he reviewed his notes. “This one is my favorite.” 

He put his finger halfway down the paper, “Everything was quietquite, - right,” he explained.  
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