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Hello and Welcome!

This resource has been put together in collaboration with Monkey Hill
Media. It will walk you through the steps you'll take when recording

your own narration for audiobook production.

At the end of the guides, there are a few resources to support you

with setting up your own recording studio and narrating your book.




BEST PRACTICE FOR

recording audio

Take a deep breath in, turn to page one and start
reading. It is that simple. Keep these simple things in
mind as your record your audiobook.

Your recording process

When you set out to record an audiobook, expect 1
hour of raw audio per 10,000 words. This might seem
like an overwhelming amount if 70,000+ words are
staring up at you. Take a deep breath! The great thing
about books is that the come with natural resting
points in the form of scenes and chapters.

Make use of the pause button in your recording
software. If you're about to sneeze or your dog starts
barking in the background, hit pause and wait for a
nice quiet environment to return.

Keep water right by you. Your audience don't want

weird mouth noises and you don't want to lose your
voice.




Take time to consider the audience
for your audiobook. It will

influence your voice and
inflections as you read the book.
As part of your preparations,
slowly pick through your work
determining the mood of each
scene and character and thinking
about how your voice will capture
it.

Have fun with it. If you feel
yourself getting tired or bored, this
will be reflected in your voice.
Take regular breaks to make sure
that the quality never falters.

Top tips

« Record in manageable segments

« Keep water on your desk

Keeping organised

Keeping organised prevents both
you and your audio production
team from getting in a tangle. The
order your scenes appear in an
audiobook is pretty important!

It will be helpful for you and your
team to keep a spreadsheet
tracking your files. A template is
attached to this resource pack for
you to get started!

Use the existing structure in your
manuscript as a guide. Your team
will have this in front of them as
they work.

< Use sensible file names that correspond to your book contents

« Take you time and have fun




Industry

Low Budget e Standard

Blue Blue Yeti Nano
Microphones Snowball SHURE SM7B*

Premium USB Mic

iCE USB Mic

Recording Software Audacity Adobe Audition Logic Pro**
Beyerdynamic

Any ) DT770 Pro

Sennh HD 25
Headphones headphones ennneiser Headphones 80
LIGHT
you have. ohm

*SHURE SM7B will need an audio interface to connect it to your computer.

** Logic pro is only available for Mac.

Note: Audacity is free and free trials may exist for the other recording software.
Quality headphones are low priority. You just need to check the audio is there.




GETTING THE RIGHT

equipment accessories

1 If you have chosen a microphone that
* doesn't have a built in stand, a
microphone stand will be really useful
for keeping it stable. Otherwise, you can
prop it up on some books and be just
finel

2 A pop shield will minimise the amount
* of unwanted background noise picked
up by your microphone. Placing it
between you and your mic will produce

Get the foundations

high quality audio that is easier for

Monkey Hill Media to work with. of your audiobook

right with a strong,

3 A tablet or other device that you can high quality
* download your manuscript to will make recording.
reading your content easier and less
noisy while you are recording.




The perfect set up for your

equipment

1.

Find a quiet spot to set up your equipment. If necessary,
let everyone in your house know your recording hours. Do
your best to ensure you'll have no interruptions. If you can
avoid it, set up in a room with little noise from outside or

appliances. Always record in the same room/space.

Place your microphone away from any sources of noise.
The last thing you want is your laptop whirring away in
the background of your recordings. Keep fans or AC

turned off or away from the mic.

Have your manuscript up on a tablet or your computer to
avoid noisy page turning. If you're using you computer,
practice scrolling using a track pad to avoid clicking

noises.




WHAT TO EXPECT FROM

your audio producers

Monkey Hill Media X AJ Editorial

Your audio production team is a pair of sound
technicians with a literary consultant.

Matt and Mike at Monkey Hill Media with guide you
through the recording process to ensure you produce
the best quality raw files. They will then take them off
your hands to edit and format them ready for
publication.

What is unique about our audio production process is
the audio proofreading stage. A trained editor, Aimée
from AJ Editorial Services, will listen to your edited
audio files against your manuscript. Beyond high
quality audio, rhythm, cadence and pronunciation are
integral to your audience having an immersive
experience when they switch on your audiobook.

Your audiobook will be held to the highest technical

and literary scrutiny.
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EXERCISE #1

Your Tools & Resources

Some further reading and a checklist tWORRRDS

GATHER EQUIPMENT

Microphone
Headphones
Recording software

A quiet room

Your tracking spreadsheet

I U N I

THINGS TO DO

Create a checklist of chapters
Consider who your audience is

Make notes on each character voice

Pinpoint emotional/tension filled

scenes




EXERCISE #2

Being the Voice

Narrating your audiobook is a form of acting. You should consider

what emotion you're trying to evoke in every scene.

1 Who is your audience?

2 What do the voices of other audiobooks in your genre sound like?

3 What scenes of your book have the most emotion/tension?




Thank you!

With the right tools and a great team on
your side, you can produce a fantastic
audiobook that opens you up to a whole

new audience.

Give @monkeyhillmedia a follow on Twitter
to thank them for this great resource.

Do you have another project brewing in the
background? Take a look at the Resource

Bank for writing tips and tricks.

Do You Need More Help?

I work with fantasy and science fiction authors to shape their stories

and sentences. If you'd like to discuss the editorial services I offer, email

today: aimee@ajeditorialservices.com

» @ @



http://ajeditorialservices.com/contact
mailto:aimee@ajeditorialservices.com
https://twitter.com/AjEditorial
http://ajeditorialservices.com/contact

Plain Text Links

UK Amazon Links

Low Price

Mid Price

heeps://www.amazon.co.uk/Blue-Microphones-Snowball-Ice-

Microphone/dp/Boo6DIA77E?ref_=ast_sto_dp&th=1&psc=1
High Price
heeps:/[www.amazon.co.uk/Blue-Professional-Condenser-

Microphone-Podcasting/dp/Bo7W7KHQLR
p g/dp/ Doy W7




